
 

                   

We would like to welcome you to our monthly publication, which we hope will be 
something to lift your spirits and be thought provoking too!  There are printed copies 
available in Lady St Mary Church and these can be picked up at the 10am service and 
taken to people who do not have the internet and so if you can share it by posting a 
copy to a neighbour, but please be careful to practise all necessary precautions.      

News from the Ministry Team …   

Responding to God's call 
 

Looking back to our recent Mission Sunday, it was encouraging to hear of the good things 

our mission partners are doing to share the good news of Jesus in various places around 

the world. Looking forward to the end of June, it will be a joy to see our Assistant Curate 

Helen Williams ordained priest at Salisbury Cathedral. Please continue to pray for our 

mission partners (the Taylor Family, Ruth Guinness, St Stephen's School Terekeka and 

Andy Bowerman) and for Helen as she prepares for her priesting. 
 

When we think about the idea of being called by God, what comes to mind may often be 

people like the Taylors, Ruth, Andy or Helen. People who have a particular calling - to 

ordained ministry in the church, or missionary work in a particular place or amongst a 

particular people. But the truth is that we are all called by God. Being called is not just 

preserve of those serving God in far-flung nations, or those who wear a clerical collar. 
 

We read in 1 Peter 2:9, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light.” This is the true identity of all God’s people. 
 

A total of 98% of people in the Church of England are not ordained, and the church should 

be a place where that 98% are inspired, empowered and equipped to serve God in their 

daily lives. To “declare the praises of him who called you” in words and actions, in the 

places where you are day by day - at home, at work, volunteering in the community, 

caring for relatives, at the shops or in the gym. 
 

Yes, God calls some to the mission field in other countries and cultures, but for most 

Christians, the mission field is right here, in the place where God has put you, and with 
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the people amongst whom you live. All of these places and people matter to God, he 

loves them and wants them to be touched and transformed by his love.  
 

The pandemic has shown us the importance of local community and good 

neighbourliness. As we emerge from lockdown, how may God be calling you to share his 

love and be a blessing to those around you? What new opportunities may you have as 

restrictions are eased? And how can we as the church support, equip and pray for you in 

this?  
 

Let’s do all we can to support and pray for our mission partners and for Helen as she 

prepares for her priesting, but let’s also be open to the ways God is calling us to share his 

love in our daily lives in and around Wareham. And as we do so, may we see God at work 

in new ways in our lives and in those around us. 
 

Every blessing, Stuart 

 

Living in Love and Faith 
 

You may have heard of 'Living in Love and Faith'. This is the 

name given to a range of resources produced by the Church of 

England to explore issues of identity, sexuality, relationships 

and marriage. These resources include a five session course 

with video input, time for discussion, Bible study and prayer.  
 

Parishes have been encouraged to engage with these resources and to offer feedback to 

the Church of England. Here in Wareham, the clergy team has recently worked through 

the five session course together on zoom. Following on from this, we would like to give 

the opportunity for wider engagement in the parish by offering the course to anyone in 

our churches who may wish to attend. We understand that these are sensitive issues, on 

which Christians may have a range of views and experiences. Therefore, the course is 

intended to be a safe space in which we can talk and listen to one another, reflect on the 

Bible, and hear the experiences of others.  
 

We have not yet worked out the details of exactly where and when the course will run. 

This will depend on how many people express an interest in doing the course, and we 

will then work out the best way to run it, which could include meeting in person and/or 

on zoom, depending on what is required. If you would like to attend the five week course 

please contact Debs in the Parish Office, indicating which days/times would work best 

for you. If you would like to know more about the course please speak to a member of 

the clergy team. 

 

 



Helen’s Ordination and Celebration of Holy Communion 

On Saturday 26th June at 4.30pm in Salisbury Cathedral our Assistant Curate, Helen 

Williams, will be ordained priest by the Bishop of Salisbury.  (This will be one of Bishop 

Nicholas’ last official functions before he retires at the beginning of July).  Usually this 

would be a time for the parish to travel to our Mother Church to support and celebrate 

with Helen but at present the numbers are restricted, due to the Covid 

regulations.  However, we are hoping that this may change before then and that all 

restrictions will be lifted, meaning parishioners will be able to be there for the 

service.  We will keep you posted. 

The following day, Sunday 27th June, Helen will be presiding at her first celebration of 

Holy Communion, a real ministerial milestone.  This will be a 10am, Team Service in Lady 

St Mary Church, and I hope as many as possible will be able to be there.  Normally there 

would be a party in the parish hall after the service but with the restrictions and concerns 

about gathering in enclosed spaces we have decided that a parish picnic (bring your 

own!) would be more appropriate.   Obviously this will be weather (and government 

guidelines) dependent, so again we will keep you posted about both the feasibility and 

the venue. 

Keep watching these spaces!  

 
Parish Fund raising 
 

Last Summer the parish launched an Antiques and Collectables 
Appeal  to raise funds to replace our cancelled fund raising and 
outreach events, such as the Open Day at Creech Grange.  We can 
report that an amazing £12,500 has been reached so far, with an 
additional proportion of that figure being increased with Gift Aid. 
 

Michael and Gay Young wish to thank everyone who so very generously and selflessly 
donated the amazing array of items, including jewellery, silver, china, glass, pictures, 
clocks and much more! 
 

The team would also like to thank Mrs Amy Brenan of Heirlooms Jewellers, Wareham, 
Mr Terry Parsons, of the Dorset Coin Company, Parkstone for their help and generosity, 
as well as Auctioneers Dukes of Dorchester and Woolley and Wallis of Salisbury, who 
waived their Sellers’ fees. 
 

We are always pleased to accept further donations of Antiques and Collectables at any 
time. 
With many thanks and Blessings, 
The Reverend Michael and Gay Young and the Parish of Wareham Fund Raising and 
Outreach Group. 

 



Holy Days  
 
11th June Barnabas, Paul’s first 
missionary companion 
 

Would you have liked to go to Cyprus on 
holiday this year? If so, spare a thought for 
the Cypriot who played such a key role in 
the New Testament. 
 

He was Joseph, a Jewish Cypriot and a 
Levite, who is first mentioned in Acts 4:36, 
when the Early Church was sharing a 
communal lifestyle. Joseph sold a field and 
gave the money to the apostles. His 
support so touched them that they gave 
him the nickname of Barnabas, ‘Son of 
Encouragement’. 
 

Barnabas has two great claims to fame. 
Firstly, it was Barnabas who made the 
journey to go and fetch the converted Paul 
out of Tarsus, and persuade him to go with 
him to Antioch, where there were many 
new believers with no one to help them. 
For a year the two men ministered there, 
establishing a church. It was here that the 
believers were first cled Christians.   
 

It was also in Antioch (Acts 13) that the 
Holy Spirit led the church to ‘set aside’ 
Barnabas and Paul, and to send them out 
on the church’s first ever ‘missionary 
journey’.  The Bible tells us that they went 
to Cyprus, and then travelled throughout 
the island. It was at Lystra that the locals 
mistook Barnabas for Zeus and Paul for 
Hermes, much to their dismay. 
 

Much later, back in Jerusalem, Barnabas 
and Paul decided to part company. While 
Paul travelled on to Syria, Barnabas did 
what he could do best: return to Cyprus 
and continue to evangelise it. So, if you go 
to Cyprus and see churches, remember 
that Christianity on that beautiful island 
goes right back to Acts 13, when Barnabas 
and Paul first arrived. 
 

In England there are 13 ancient church 
dedications and not a few modern ones. 

Barnabas the generous, the encourager, 
the apostle who loved his own people – no 
wonder he should be remembered with 
love. 
 
 

24th June John the Baptist, preparing 
the way for the Messiah 
 

John the Baptist is famous for baptising 
Jesus, and for losing his head to a woman. 
He was born to Zechariah, a Temple priest, 
and Elizabeth, who was a cousin of Mary, 
the mother of Jesus. John was born when 
his mother was advanced in years, and 
after the foretelling of his birth and the 
choice of his name by an angel, we hear 
nothing more of him until he began his 
mission of preaching and baptising in the 
river Jordan c27. 
 

John was a lot like an Old Testament 
prophet: he lived simply on locusts and 
honey in the wilderness, and his message 
was one of repentance and preparation for 
the coming of the Messiah and His 
Kingdom. He went on to baptise Jesus, at 
Jesus’ firm request.  When John went on to 
denounce the incestuous union of Herod 
Antipas with his niece and brother’s wife, 
Herodias, he was imprisoned and 
eventually beheaded at the demand of 
Salome, Herodias’ daughter. 
 

John is the only saint to be remembered 
three times in the Christian calendar, in 
commemoration of his conception, his 
birth (June 24), and his martyrdom. When 
John saw Jesus he said that Jesus was the 
“Lamb of God”, and he is the only person 
to use this expression of Jesus. In art John 
is often depicted carrying a lamb, or with 
a lamb near him. 
 
29th June Feast of SS Peter & Paul, the 
two most famous apostles 
 
29th June  St Peter, ‘the Rock’ 
 



The two most famous apostles are 
remembered this month, for they share a 
feast day. 
St Peter (d. c. 64AD), originally called 
Simon, was a married fisherman from 
Bethsaida, near the Sea of Galilee. He met 
Jesus through his brother, Andrew. Jesus 
gave him the name of Cephas (Peter) 
which means rock. Peter is always named 
first in the list of apostles. He was one of 
the three apostles who were privileged to 
witness the Transfiguration, the raising of 
the daughter of Jairus, and the Agony in 
the Garden.   
 

When Peter made his famous confession 
of faith, that Jesus was the Christ, Jesus 
recognised it as being the result of a 
revelation from the Father. He in turn told 
Peter that he would be the rock on which 
His Church would be built, that the ‘gates 
of hell’ would never prevail against it. 
Peter and the apostles would have the 
power of ‘binding and loosing’, but Peter 
would be personally given ‘the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven’.  Jesus also 
forewarned Peter of his betrayal and 
subsequent strengthening of the other 
apostles.  After His Resurrection, Jesus 
appeared to Peter before the other 
apostles, and later entrusted him with the 
mission to feed both the lambs and the 
sheep of Christ’s flock. 
 

Peter played a big part in the early Church, 
and he is mentioned many times in the 
Book of Acts, where in the early chapters 
he organised the choice of Judas’ 
successor, preached with stirring 
authority at Pentecost; and was the very 
first apostle to work a miracle. Peter went 
on to defend the apostles’ right to teach at 
the Sanhedrin, and to condemn Ananias 
and Sapphira. It was Peter who first 
realised that Christianity was also for the 
Gentiles, after his meeting with Cornelius. 
Later he took a prominent part in the 
council at Jerusalem and went on to clash 
with St Paul at Antioch for hesitating 
about eating with Gentiles. 

 

Early tradition links Peter with an 
apostolate and martyrdom at Rome. The 
New Testament does not tell us either 
way, but Peter being in Rome would make 
sense, especially as Peter’s first epistle 
refers to ‘Babylon’, which was usually 
identified with Rome. Peter’s presence in 
Rome is mentioned by early church 
fathers such as Clement of Rome and 
Irenaeus. Tradition also tells us that Peter 
suffered under Nero and was crucified 
head-downwards. There is no conclusive 
proof either way that St Peter’s relics are 
at the Vatican, but it is significant that 
Rome is the only city that ever claimed to 
be Peter’s place of death. 
 

St Peter was a major influence on Mark 
when writing his gospel, and the First 
Epistle of Peter was very probably his. 
(Many scholars believe that the Second 
Epistle was written at a later date.) 
 

From very early times Peter was invoked 
by Christians as a universal saint. He was 
the heavenly door-keeper, the patron of 
the Church and the papacy, a saint both 
powerful and accessible. 
 

In England there were important 
dedications to Peter from early times: 
monasteries such as Canterbury, 
Glastonbury, Malmesbury, Peterborough, 
Lindisfarne, Whitby, Wearmouth, and 
especially Westminster. Cathedrals were 
named after him, too: York, Lichfield, 
Worcester and Selsey. In all, it has been 
calculated that 1,129 pre-Reformation 
churches were dedicated to St Peter, and 
another 283 to SS Peter and Paul together.   
 

Images of Peter are innumerable, but his 
portraiture remains curiously the same: a 
man with a square face, a bald or tonsured 
head, and a short square, curly beard. Not 
surprisingly, his chief emblem is a set of 
keys, sometimes along with a ship or fish. 
 
29th June St Paul, apostle to the Gentiles 
 



Like Peter, Paul (d. c. 65) also started life 
with another name: Saul. This great 
apostle to the Gentiles was a Jew born in 
Tarsus and brought up by Gamaliel as a 
Pharisee.  o keen was he to defend the god 
of his fathers that he became a persecutor 
of Christianity, and even took part in the 
stoning of Stephen. He hunted Christians 
down and imprisoned them, and it was 
while on his way to persecute more 
Christians in Damascus that he was 
suddenly given his vision of Christ.   
 

It was the decisive moment of Paul’s life – 
Paul suddenly realised that Jesus was 
truly the Messiah, and the Son of God, and 
that He was calling Paul to bring the 
Christian faith to the Gentiles. Paul was 
then healed of his temporary blindness, 
baptised, and retired to Arabia for about 
three years of prayer and solitude, before 
returning to Damascus. 
 

From then on Paul seems to have lived a 
life full of hazard and hardship. He made 
many Jewish enemies, who stoned him, 
and wanted to kill him.Nevertheless, Paul 
made three great missionary journeys, 
first to Cyprus, then to Asia Minor and 
eastern Greece, and lastly to Ephesus, 
where he wrote 1 Corinthians, then to 
Macedonia and Achaia, where he wrote 
Romans, before returning to Jerusalem.   
 

After stonings, beatings and 
imprisonment in Jerusalem he was sent to 
Rome for trial as a Roman citizen. On the 
way he was shipwrecked at Malta; when 
he finally reached Rome he was put under 
house-arrest for two years, during which 
time he wrote the four ‘captivity’ epistles. 
Later Paul may have revisited Ephesus 
and even have reached Spain.  Tradition 
tells he was eventually martyred at Rome 
during the persecution of Nero, being 

beheaded (as a Roman citizen) at Tre 
Fontane and buried where the basilica of 
St Paul ‘outside the walls’ now stands.   
 

The belief that Peter and Paul died on the 
same day was caused by their sharing the 
same feast day. 
 

Paul was not only a tireless missionary, 
but a great thinker. His epistles played a 
major part in the later development of 
Christian theology. Paul’s key ideas 
include that Redemption is only through 
faith in Christ, who abrogated the old Law 
and began the era of the Spirit; that Christ 
is not just the Messiah, but the eternal, 
pre-existent Son of God, exalted after the 
Resurrection to God’s right-hand; that the 
Church is the (mystical) body of Christ; 
that the believers live in Christ and will 
eventually be transformed by the final 
resurrection.   
 

It is difficult to overemphasise the 
influence of Paul on Christian thought and 
history:  he had a major effect on 
Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Luther, 
Calvin and others. In art, Paul is depicted 
as small in stature, bald and bandy-legged, 
with a long face, long nose and eyebrows 
meeting over deep-set eyes. His usual 
emblems are a sword and a book.  In 
England he was never as popular as St 
Peter, and ancient English churches 
dedicated to him alone number only 43.   
 
The history of the relics of Peter and Paul 
is not very clear. Tradition says that Peter 
was buried at the Vatican and Paul on the 
Ostian Way under his basilica. Certainly, 
both apostles were venerated from very 
early times both in the Liturgy and in 
private prayers, as testified by Greek and 
Latin graffiti in the catacombs of the early 
3rd century. 



Puzzles            

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Maze                                                               Sudoku                                                                    

Crossword                                 

Across 
1  Military tactic used by Joshua to attack and destroy the 
city of Ai (Joshua 8:2) (6) 
4  Place of learning (6)  
8  ‘When Moses’ hands grew — , they took a stone and put it 
under him and he sat on it’ (Exodus 17:12) (5)  
9  Unpleasant auguries of the end of the age, as forecast by 
Jesus (Matthew 24:7) (7)  
10 Stronghold to which girls in King Xerxes’ harem (including 
Esther) were taken (Esther 2:8) (7)  
11 Where Saul went to consult a medium before fighting the 
Philistines (1 Samuel 28:7) (5)  
12 Propitiation (Hebrews 2:17) (9) 
17 Turn away (Jeremiah 11:15) (5)  
19 So clear (anag.) (7)  
21 ‘I have just got — , so I can’t come’: one excuse to be 
absent from the great banquet (Luke 14:20) (7)  

22 Long weapon with a pointed head used by horsemen (Job 39:23) (5)  
23 Musical beat (6)  
24 What the Israelites were told to use to daub blood on their door-frames at the first Passover (Exodus 
12:22) (6) 
 

Down 
1  Fasten (Exodus 28:37) (6)  
2  Art bite (anag.) (7)  
3  ‘The people of the city were divided; some — with the Jews, others with the apostles’ (Acts 14:4) (5)  
5  Contend (Jeremiah 12:5) (7)  
6  Possessed (Job 1:3) (5)  
7  Sheen (Lamentations 4:1) (6)  
9  ‘You love evil rather than good, — rather than speaking the truth’ (Psalm 52:3) (9)  
13 Large flightless bird (Job 39:13) (7)  
14 They were worth several hundred pounds each (Matthew 25:15) (7)  
15 ‘A — went out to sow his seed’ (Matthew 13:3) (6)  



16 How Jesus described Jairus’s daughter when he went into the room where she lay (Mark 5:39) (6)  
18 The part of the day when the women went to the tomb on the first Easter morning (John 20:1) (5)  
20 Narrow passageway between buildings (Luke 14:21) (5) 
 

Contact information 
 
Parish Office                                                                                             
The Parish Office has now reopened to answer all face to face 
enquiries, telephone and email enquiries Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday.  At all other times enquiries and queries can be made by email 
and they will be dealt with as soon as possible.   
Contact details: www.warehamchurches.org.uk 
Tel: 01929 550905, Email: parish.office@warehamchurches.org.uk 
Address: Parish Office, Church Green, Wareham BH20 4ND                            
 

Members of the Team are available for confidential help, support and advice. 
Please contact: 

Clergy Team 
Team Rector The Reverend Canon Simon Everett 
01929 289236                                                             
Email: rector@warehamchurches.org.uk 
Team Vicar The Reverend Stuart Cocksedge 
01929 550972 
Email: teamvicar@warehamchurches.org.uk 
Assistant Curate The Reverend Dr Helen Williams                                  
01929 288845 
Email: curate@warehamchurches.org.uk 
Schools Worker and Pioneer Priest The Reverend Hilary Bond            
01929 551219 

    Email: hilary.bond@me.com 
 

                Something to make you smile! 
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