
  
 
 

We welcome you to this month’s publication, which we hope will be something to lift 
your spirits and be thought provoking too!  There are printed copies available in 
Lady St Mary Church and these can be picked up at the 10am service and taken to 
people who do not have the internet and so if you can share it by posting a copy to a 
neighbour, but please be careful to practise all necessary precautions.    

   

News from the Ministry Team …   

During our recent parish pilgrimage we 

visited several cathedrals including 

Chester. Cathedrals are magnificent 

buildings designed to proclaim the 

glory of God and most contain some 

contradictions.  

Chester, for example, has a superb 

series of marble mosaics on the North 

wall depicting scenes from the Old 

Testament, donated in memory of 

Thomas Brassey and his wife. Brassey 

was responsible for building 1/3 of all 

railways in Britain in the C19th and is 

reputed to be responsible for 1/10 of 

all railways in the world. Beauty paid 

for by industry.  

In the South Transept is a sculpture of 

The Last Supper by Peter Barnes, also 

covered in mosaic. However, these 

mosaic tiles are computer keyboard 

keys. Designed as an example of 

recycling in art, the effect is 

monochrome but strangely 

translucent.  Beauty also created from 

industry. (Check out the cathedral 

website for pictures and more 

information). 

The glory of God can be shown in many 

different ways.  

One morning we awoke to early 

sunshine glittering on mist that 

covered the view of the Welsh 

mountains. As we watched the mist 

gradually slid away, as though being 

pulled by an unseen hand, revealing the 

breathtaking splendour behind.  

Travelling on 

the Blaenau 

Ffestiniog 

heritage 

railway we 

saw how slate 

quarrying had changed the landscape 

while leaving a stark beauty.  

As Autumn approaches, we remember 

that both the hand of humans and the 

seasonal changes of nature reveal the 

glory of God.            Brigid 

 



Living in love and faith 
 

You may have 

heard of 'Living 

in Love and Faith'. 

This is the name 

given to a range of 

resources produced by the Church of 

England to explore issues of identity, 

sexuality, relationships and marriage. 

These resources include a five-session 

course with video input, time for 

discussion, Bible study and prayer.  
 

Parishes have been encouraged to 

engage with these resources and to offer 

feedback to the Church of England. Here 

in Wareham, the clergy team has recently 

worked through the five-session course 

together on zoom. Following on from 

this, we would like to give the 

opportunity for wider engagement in the 

parish by offering the course to anyone in 

our churches who may wish to attend. 

We understand that these are sensitive 

issues, on which Christians may have a 

range of views and experiences. 

Therefore, the course is intended to be a 

safe space in which we can talk and listen 

to one another, reflect on the Bible, and 

hear the experiences of others.  
 

We have not yet worked out the details 

of exactly where and when the course 

will run. This will depend on how many 

people express an interest in doing the 

course, and we will then work out the 

best way to run it, which could include 

meeting in person and/or on zoom, 

depending on what is required. If you 

would like to attend the five-week course 

please contact Debs in the Parish Office, 

indicating which days/times would work 

best for you. If you would like to know 

more about the course, please speak to a 

member of the clergy team. 

 
 
All Souls Service:  
A reflective service in memory of those who have died in the last two years. 
 

We plan to hold an All Souls Service on Sunday 7th November at 3pm in             

Lady St Mary Church, which will include an 

opportunity to remember all who have died in 

the last 2 years, and all who mourn for 

them.  This will be a quiet, reflective service, 

with music, readings, prayers and a short talk. 

Please do come along and invite any you know 

who have been bereaved. Please let the Parish 

Office know if there is someone whose name you 

would like to be read out during the service. 

 

 



Diary of Events for October 

 
Saturday 2nd  October   from 10.00am -  Saturday Coffee 

restarts in the Parish Hall, from thereafter every Saturday 

morning! 

 

Every Tuesday 1.30pm (Term time only) – Sandford 

Seedlings Baby and Toddler Group, if you are interested in 

coming along, please book a place via Facebook  

 

Every Thursday 10.00am (Term time only)  – Wareham 

Baby and Toddler Group, if you are interested in coming along, 

please book a place via Facebook  

 

Saturday 16th October at 8.30am at Not Just Sundaes - Men if you have 

missed having time to chat with one another over a 

delicious cooked breakfast on a Saturday morning, 

the wait will soon be over! We are holding a 

Wareham's Church Family men's breakfast on. This will be an informal time 

for men from the local churches to come together for food and fellowship. 

Whether you were a regular at men's breakfasts in the past, or have never 

been before, you are welcome to come along. The cost will be £5 per head, 

please contact the Parish Office to book your place.  

 

Friday 22nd October   1.00pm  -  Friday Lunch Club, if you 

would like to book a place, please book through Carol Turner 

Tel: 556761 

 

 

Thursday 28th October   2.00pm  -  Open House at Sandford St Martin’s 

Church 

 



Forthcoming Fundraising Events 

for your Diary Winter 2021 

 
 

SUNDAY 17th October 2.30 pm  FLOWER DEMONSTRATION AND 

CREAM TEA - PARISH HALL. 

Pat Cherrett with give a demonstration and share her extensive knowledge 

and creative tips for Novices, followed by a Cream Tea.  Tickets £7.50 

 

SUNDAY 31st OCTOBER 12.30pm for 1pm  PARISH LUNCH - 

FURZEBROOK HALL 

4 course meal, choice of menu, (including the legendary desserts!) 

A great social get-together!  Tickets £18. 

 

SATURDAY 27th November 10am-12 noon CHRISTMAS FAYRE - 

PARISH HALL  

A great chance to buy Christmas gifts and crafts.  Tea and Coffee and 

Cakes, plus more! 

 

FRIDAY 3rd DECEMBER  6pm JUST CAROLS ON CHURCH GREEN 

All of your favourite Carols for all of the family and the whole of the 

Community to enjoy and to get into the Festive Spirit. 

 

SATURDAY 11TH DECEMBER 7 pm AT LADY ST MARY CHURCH THE 

WORLEWIND BAND. 

 Back by popular demand!  Save the Date.  More information soon. 

 

For more details contact the Parish office: Monday, Wednesday or Friday 

from 9.00 to 1.00pm or Telephone: 01929 550905.



Goodbye and Thankyou 

from the McLeish’s 
          

As we prepare to leave Wareham, after 

twenty years, we have been reflecting on 

what a splendid place it is and how much 

we have enjoyed so many interesting 

experiences.  There is the Rex Cinema - 

and Players - the lovely beaches and 

countryside, the magnificent 

Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, the 

RNLI presence, the learning and 

expression available through the 

Wareham Art Club, the well-run gym, 

National Trust Houses like Kingston Lacy 

– and the interesting Association outings 

and talks. There’s Brittany Ferries who 

took us to France and Spain, our excellent 

Surgery and hospitals that kept us well, 

and the range of our interesting shops 

and eating places.  Unlike Wimborne and 

Blandford, we even have our own 

Railway Station. 

But above all we are so grateful for all the 

friends made through the church - 

experience through the Deanery, and   

 

 

 

 

PCC, Home Groups, OASIS, church 

concerts, organ recitals, and beautiful 

flower festivals, and so many other 

events.  The last two years have not been 

easy, but we are so thankful for the Zoom 

and YouTube work which the Clergy have 

introduced.  Thank you for helping us to 

grow in our Christian faith and 

understanding, in the most important 

questions of life.  We have shared 

Communion, you have prayed for us, and 

we have prayed for you.  We are so 

grateful to you all for our time here and 

as we go to join our family at Orleton, 

near Worcester, we shall take with us a 

knowledge and love for the people who 

have given us so much over these years in 

body, mind, and Spirit.  With our heartfelt 

thanks,                                                                                       

Sincerely,       Robert and Judy McLeish 

 

Dorset Historic Churches Ride and Stride  

Thank you to everyone who has supported this event either by 

taking part or by sponsorship, please could I ask that if you owe 

sponsorship monies please can these be paid as soon as 

possible, these can be made via the Parish Office.  Half the 

monies raised will go towards Dorset Historic Churches the other half to  our churches. 

 



Creationtide  
St Francis of Assisi - love for the Creation  

St Francis (1181 - 1226) is surely one of the 

most attractive and best-loved of all the 

saints.  But he began by being anything but 

a saint.  Born the son of a wealthy cloth-

merchant of Assisi, Francis’ youth was 

spent in fast-living, parties and on fast 

horses as a leader of the young society of 

the town. Then he went to the war 

between Assisi and Perugia, and was taken 

prisoner for a year.  

By the time of his release, Francis had 

changed.  Perhaps his own suffering had 

awakened him to that of others.  In any 

case, he abandoned warfare and 

carousing, and began to help the poor and 

the lepers of his area.  Then one day a voice 

which seemed to come from the crucifix in 

the small, semi-derelict church of Damiano 

Assisi ‘Go and repair my house, which you 

see is falling down’.  

This religious experience was a vital 

turning point in Francis’ life:  Jesus Christ 

became very real and immediate to him.  

His first action was to begin repairing the 

church, having sold some of his father’s 

cloth to pay for materials.  His father was 

not amused, in fact he was furious - until 

Francis renounced his inheritance and 

even his clothes by his dramatic stripping 

off in the public square of the town.  The 

Bishop of Assisi provided him with simple 

garments, and Francis began his new life. 

His inspiration was always religious, not 

social, and the object of his quest was 

always the Crucified Christ, not Lady 

Poverty for her own sake. Francis rebuilt 

San Samiano, and then travelled as a 

pilgrim. His compassion for the poor and 

lepers became famous. Soon disciples 

joined him, and they set up a communal life 

in simple wattle and daub huts. They went 

on occasional preaching tours. (Not until 

later did they become an Order whose 

theologians won fame in the Universities.) 

In 1219 Francis visited the Holy Land, and 

his illusions about the Crusaders were 

shattered.  He went on to seek out the 

Sultan, and tried to convert him.  Back 

home, he found his Order was now 5,000 

strong, and growing.  Francis stepped 

down as head, but continued to preach 

and was immensely popular. He died after 

a prolonged illness at the age of 45, and 

was canonised in 1228. 

Francis’ close rapport with the animal 

creation was well known.  The story of his 

preaching to the birds has always been a 

favourite scene from his life.  He also 

tamed the wolf of Gubbio.  This affinity 

emphasises his consideration for, and 

sense of identity with, all elements of the 

physical universe, as seen in his Canticle of 

the Sun.  This makes him an apt patron of 

nature conservation. 

The 20th century witnessed a widespread 

revival of interest in Francis.  Sadly, some 

films and books caricatured him as only a 

sentimental nature-lover or a hippie drop 

out from society.  This ignores the real 

sternness of his character, and his all-

pervasive love of God and identification 

with Christ’s sufferings, which alone make 

sense of his life.  Two ancient, and many 

modern English churches are dedicated to 

him. 

During the month of October our sermon 

series will be focusing on Creationtide 



Puzzles            

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Maze                                                               Sudoku                                                                     

            Crossword                                Clues Across                                                                                          

1  ‘Those who were standing near Paul said, “You — to 
insult God’s high priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4) 
3  They were assigned to guard the tree of life (Genesis 
3:24) (8) 
9  ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the — of — , 
the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4) 
10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5) 
11 Where American livestock can be reared (5) 
12 Listen (anag.) (6) 
14 Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim (2 Samuel 6:2) 
(6,2,5) 
17 He founded Westminster Abbey, — the Confessor (6) 
19 Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5) 
22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC (Esther 1:3) (5) 
23 Where John Wesley was forced to preach a lot (4,3) 
24 Rebellion against God; abandonment of religious belief (8) 

25 Note (anag.) (4) 
 

Clues Down 
1  Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8) 
2  ‘I — — the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free’ (Psalm 119:32) (3,2) 
4  ‘He took the ephod, the other — — and the carved image’ (Judges 18:20) (9,4) 
5  ‘You are a chosen people, a — priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5) 
6  The meek, the merciful and the mourners are all this (Matthew 5:4–5, 7) (7) 
7  Musical Instrument Digital Interface (1,1,1,1) 
8  He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6) 
13 ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 19:14) (8) 
15 ‘About three thousand were — — their number that day’ (Acts 2:41) (5,2) 
16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new Jerusalem was made of this (Revelation 21:18) (6) 
18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly — a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 
3:20) (5) 
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his name together’ (Psalm 34:3) (5) 
21 Young Men’s Christian Association (1,1,1,1) 



Something to make you smile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact information 
 
Parish Office                                                                                             
The Parish Office has now reopened to answer all face to face 
enquiries, telephone and email enquiries Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday.  At all other times enquiries and queries can be made by email 
and they will be dealt with as soon as possible.   
Contact details: www.warehamchurches.org.uk 
Tel: 01929 550905, Email: parish.office@warehamchurches.org.uk 
Address: Parish Office, Church Green, Wareham BH20 4ND                            
 

Members of the Team are available for confidential help, support, and advice. 
Please contact: 

Clergy Team 
Team Rector The Reverend Canon Simon Everett 
01929 289236                                                             
Email: rector@warehamchurches.org.uk 
Team Vicar The Reverend Stuart Cocksedge 
01929 550972 
Email: teamvicar@warehamchurches.org.uk 
Assistant Curate The Reverend Dr Helen Williams                                  
01929 288845 
Email: curate@warehamchurches.org.uk 
Schools Worker and Pioneer Priest The Reverend Hilary Bond            
01929 551219 

    Email: hilary.bond@me.com 
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