
 
     

                                              
 

October Newsletter 
We would like this monthly publication to be something that will lift your spirits and be 

thought provoking too!  So there are articles, jokes and puzzles to keep you amused and 
smiling at this difficult time.  Printed copies will be available in Lady St Mary Church and can 
be picked up at the 10am service and taken to people who do not have the internet and so 
if you can share it by posting a copy to a neighbour, being careful to practise all necessary 

precautions, please do so.     

News from the Ministry Team …   
We have now stepped over the threshold from Summer to Autumn but as I write this 
on the last day of Summer I have, fresh in my memory, my day off and what a 
wonderful day it was with a clear sky and a lovely warm breeze as my wife and I walked 
along the seafront in Weymouth.  
 

We had the added gift of a chance meeting with one of our Wareham congregation 
who was there on holiday and what a lovely bright smile of welcome we had from 
them when we met. 
 

There is much joy to be shared in unexpected meetings like this. 
As the Seasons turn, we may feel that the joys and lovely weather are passing and that 
the long evenings of the past months are to be replaced by shorter days and longer 
nights. 
 

Yet for me there is so much to look forward to with this passing of the Seasons. 
As we look to Harvest Festivals, we may remember the words of John Keats’ 
wonderful poem whose first line “Mists and mellow fruitfulness “immediately brings 
to my mind a beautiful Autumn day resplendent with wonderful gifts that nature and 
humanity can provide when we work together in harmony. 
  

As we watch or listen to the news, we may feel anxious over what is happening both 
in our world and in our nation with increased restrictions for Covid and the concerns 
over climate change, and this can cause a certain amount of anxiety and even fear and 
yet with all that we have experienced so far, I believe in many ways we have much to 
be thankful for.            

                            
Cont’d… 



Just a few examples among others are the ways that both church and communities 
have become more involved in ways of outreach, reaching out in ever more innovative 
ways to engage with and help others.  Also, the ways over the past months in which 
many have developed a greater appreciation and concern for protecting and caring 
for God’s creation that we are part of and share with all of the natural world. 
 

I find the Dutch Holocaust survivor Corrie ten Boom a wonderful inspiration. 
Despite all that she experienced she lived the rest of her life sharing the Good News 
of Jesus throughout the world and once wrote these words of trust and hope. 
 

 “Never fear to trust in placing an unknown future into the hands of a known living 
(and may I say loving) God”.  
 

I believe that we have so much to be thankful for, and to look forward to. 
God is gracious to us in so many ways and, as we look towards Autumn and Winter, 
we can be confident that we go into the future trusting and knowing that God is 
faithful and is with us always.  
 
Thanks be to God.  

                                            Michael   

                     Thoughts and Reflections - Poems 
A Helping Hand                                                                                                                                                                         
There is much we can do just to brighten 
This world of all take and no give, 
There’s a great deal that we can contribute 
Through the everyday lives that we live. 
 
By supporting one’s elderly neighbours 
Or through lending a hand in some way 
It’s by taking a bunch of spring flowers 
To someone to brighten their day. 
 
It’s by sparing a few precious hours 
In the service of those most in need 
It’s all about setting a standard 
And trying to give others a lead 
 
It’s the way that we tend to treat others 
And help and aid folks in distress 
In the care and assistance we offer 
That will set us apart from the rest. 
 
The choice that we face is quite simple 
The rewards plain for all men to see 
As you did all of this to my brother 
Then said Jesus, you did it to me.      By Colin Hammacott 
 

 As the dark nights close in, and the season of Hallows Eve, All Saints, and All Souls arrives, here is part of an 
ancient Celtic prayer from Benbecula asking for God’s provision, redemption and protection from evil. 
 
 



The Gates of the Kingdom                                                                                                                                                         
Give us, O God, the needs the body feels, 
Give us, God, the need-things of the soul; 
Give us, O God, the balm which body heals, 
Give us, God, the soul-balm which makes whole. 
 
O great God, thou who art upon the throne, 
Give to us the heart repentance true, 
Forgiveness give us of the sin we own, – 
The sin inborn and the sin we do. 
 
Give us, O God, a yearning that is strong, 
And the crown of glory of the King; 
Give us the safe home, God, for which we long 
In thy kingdom’s lovely gates to sing. 
 
May Michael, archangel warrior white, 
Keep down hostile demons of the fall; 
May Jesus Christ MacDavid guide our flight 
And give lodging in his peace-bright hall. 

 
 

Holy Days  
 

St Francis of Assisi - Love for the Creation (4th October)               
 

St Francis (1181 - 1226) is surely one of the most attractive and best-loved of all the saints.  But 
he began by being anything but a saint.  Born the son of a wealthy cloth-merchant of Assisi, 
Francis’ youth was spent in fast-living, parties and on fast horses as a leader of the young society 
of the town. Then he went to the war between Assisi and Perugia, and was taken prisoner for 
a year.  

By the time of his release, Francis had changed.  Perhaps his own suffering had awakened him 
to that of others.  In any case, he abandoned warfare and carousing, and began to help the poor 
and the lepers of his area.  Then one day a voice which seemed to come from the crucifix in the 
small, semi-derelict church of Damiano Assisi said ‘Go and repair my house, which you see is 
falling down’.  

This religious experience was a vital turning point in Francis’ life:  Jesus Christ became very real 
and immediate to him.  His first action was to begin repairing the church, having sold some of 
his father’s cloth to pay for materials.  His father was not amused, in fact he was furious - until 
Francis renounced his inheritance and even his clothes by his dramatic stripping off in the public 
square of the town.  The Bishop of Assisi provided him with simple garments, and Francis began 
his new life.                                                                                                                      

His inspiration was always religious, not social, and the object of his quest was always the 
Crucified Christ, not Lady Poverty for her own sake. Francis rebuilt San Damiano, and then 
travelled as a pilgrim. His compassion for the poor and lepers became famous. Soon disciples 
joined him, and they set up a communal life in simple wattle and daub huts. They went on 
occasional preaching tours. (Not until later did they become an Order whose theologians won 
fame in the Universities.) 



In 1219 Francis visited the Holy Land, and his illusions about the Crusaders were shattered.  He 
went on to seek out the Sultan, and tried to convert him.  Back home, he found his Order was 
now 5,000 strong, and growing.  Francis stepped down as head, but continued to preach and 
was immensely popular. He died after a prolonged illness at the age of 45, and was canonised 
in 1228. 

Francis’ close rapport with the animal creation was well known.  The story of his preaching to 
the birds has always been a favourite scene from his life.  He also tamed the wolf of Gubbio.  
This affinity emphasises his consideration for, and sense of identity with, all elements of the 
physical universe, as seen in his Canticle of the Sun.  This makes him an apt patron of nature 
conservation. 

The 20th century witnessed a widespread revival of interest in Francis.  Sadly, some films and 
books caricatured him as only a sentimental nature-lover or a hippie drop out from society.  
This ignores the real sternness of his character, and his all-pervasive love of God and 
identification with Christ’s sufferings, which alone make sense of his life.  Two ancient and many 
modern English churches are dedicated to him. 

Harvest Celebration – Sunday 4th October 

Join us on the school field at Sandford St Martin's at 10am on Sunday 4th October for our 
open air harvest festival for all ages, celebrating St Francis and supporting Wareham 
foodbank. Come prepared for the weather, with folding chairs, warm clothes, and 
umbrellas if necessary! Please also bring non-perishable food items for our harvest 
collection for Wareham foodbank.  Please note: assistance dogs only on the school site. 
(If these arrangements need to change at the last minute due to adverse weather, we 
will notify you via email and social media.) 

All Hallows Eve – or Holy Evening (31st October) 

Modern Halloween celebrations have their roots with the Celtic peoples of pre-Christian 

times.   

In those long-ago days, on the last night of October, the Celts celebrated the Festival of 
Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’.  The priests, or Druids, performed ceremonies to thank and 
honour the sun.  For there was a very dark side to all this: Samhain also signalled the 
onset of winter, a time when it was feared that unfriendly ghosts, nature-spirits, and 
witches roamed the earth, creating mischief.  So the Druid priests lit great bonfires and 
performed magic rites to ward off or appease these dark supernatural powers. 

Then the Romans arrived, and brought their Harvest Festival which honoured the 
Goddess Pomona with gifts of apples and nuts. The two festivals slowly merged. 

When Christianity arrived still later, it began to replace the Roman and Druid religions.  
1st November - All Saints’ Day - was dedicated to all Christian Martyrs and Saints who had 
died.  It was called ‘All Hallows’ Day’. The evening before became an evening of prayer 
and preparation and was called ‘All Hallows’ Eve’, The Holy Evening, later shortened to 
‘Halloween’.   



For many centuries, however, fear of the supernatural remained strong.  During the 
Middle Ages, animal costumes and frightening masks were worn to ward off the evil 
spirits of darkness on Halloween.  Magic words and charms were used to keep away bad 
luck, and everybody believed that witches rode= about on broomsticks.  Fortune telling 
was popular, and predicting the future by the use of nuts and apples was so popular that 
Halloween is still sometimes known as Nutcrack Night or Snap-Apple Night. 

Today, Christians have learned to turn to prayer instead of charms to overcome the 
powers of darkness.   And the deeper, true meaning of All Hallows’ Eve, should not be 
forgotten.  As Christians, we all draw closer to Christ when we remember and give thanks 
for our loved ones and for others who have gone before us through the gates of death.  

 
It shouldn’t happen to a Vicar… 

 

Beware what lurks in the church vestry...   

 
The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 
 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 
I am unsurprised that the cleaning lady took exception to you dismantling your motorbike 
in the church vestry. Clergy vestries are the final repositories of rotting hymn books, 
ancient cassocks with a certain aroma, buckets with holes in, which are kept “just in case” 
and dead animals in various states of decomposition; but they are no place for bike chains, 
disc brakes and inner tubes. 
 
I will concede that vestries seem to attract all those objects no one quite knows what to do 
with, but which parishioners can’t bear to throw away. Flower arrangers creep into my 
vestry, looking for space for boxes of twine. Decorators arrive with cribs and Easter 
gardens they are hoping to store. And even the choirmaster occasionally sidles in, trying to 
slip some anthems past me. I repel them all with vigour, and a firm broom. 
 
One thing I can’t keep out of the vestry are the portraits of all my predecessors, who stare 
down at me reproachfully. The most recent, in colour, stare smugly, knowing that I am still 
being compared to them, and falling short. Earlier incumbents, in black and white, look 
mildly reproachful, reminding me that they all held doctorates from Oxford. The hand-
drawn portraits from pre-1870 are the worst – they all look as if they drank vinegar for 
breakfast and argued Pelagianism over lunch, just for fun.  I am already rehearsing my own 
look of pained forgiveness for my leaving photo that will stare down on my own successor, 
and perpetually irritate him or her. 
 
It also seems to be a tradition that retiring clergy donate their robes for their successors, 
probably because it spares them a walk to the dustbin. So, a five-foot, 18 stone incumbent 
will leave a cassock for his six-foot, ten stone successor. There will also be a spare 1960s 
nylon surplice hanging on the back of the vestry door, to remind you that should you ever 
forget your own, then this is the horror you will be obliged to wear throughout Evensong. 



 
Notices on the walls will tell you that marriage fees in the 1920s were seven shillings and 
sixpence, that Communion wine can be obtained from a shop that closed down a generation 
ago and there will be a copy of the prayer of thanksgiving to be used on the Relief of 
Mafeking. 
 
My only advice is to remove your bike before it gets bundled up with the Scouts’ tents – and 
lost forever in the churchwarden’s shed. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
         

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Helen Williams, who was ordained Deacon in Salisbury Cathedral on 

Saturday 26th September.  As we have enjoyed Helen’s ministry as a Licensed Lay Worker 

so far, we now look forward to her diaconal ministry among us.  Please pray for her during 

this formational time that she will be blessed by God that we in turn may be blessed by 

her ministry to us. 

 

New Sermon Series 

This month a new sermon series will be starting in church and online.  Entitled, 

“Foundations for a new Church” it will look at how the Church came into being following 

the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and how it worshipped and witnessed to 

God’s love to the world in Jesus Christ.  At the. heart of this series will be the text Acts 

2:42-47, 'They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and 

signs performed by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in 

common.  They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.  Every day 

they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes 

and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of 

all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.’  

Starting on Sunday 11th October, there will be six sermon (excluding Remembrance 

Sunday) looking at what it meant for those first followers of Christ and what it means to 

us in our present time of upheaval and change, we shall explore the key elements of: 

1)the Apostles’ Teaching; 2) Fellowship; 3)the Breaking of Bread; 4)Prayer; 5) Awesome 

Signs and Wonders; 6) Sharing.  It is hoped that through this we can jointly discern where 

the Lord may be leading us at this time, please give it your prayerful support. 

                                                                                                                             Simon Everett 



                                   Puzzle Page 

                             The Maze                                                               Sudoku 

Word Search   

                                    
All - Hallows 
Halloween - Druid 
Priests - Festival 
Samhain - Bonfires 
Magic - Dark 
Supernatural 
Powers - Winter 
Christians - Prayer 
Charms  
Deeper 
True 
Eve 
Closer 
Christ 
Thanks 
Loved 
Death  
Gone 

 



                                   Something to make you smile! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A spirit guest? 
When new neighbours moved in next door, they held a House Warming party 
and invited the entire road. My husband and I were glad to go along, as our 
daughters were both five years old. But next morning I was taken aback when 
my daughter told me that the mother had taken her into the kitchen and given 
her ‘a spirit guest’, which my daughter had really enjoyed.  Now she wanted me 
to get her ‘a spirit guest.’     
 

I was wondering how to contact the local vicar for exorcism when I realised that 
my daughter meant ‘asparagus'. 

 

Contact information                                                 
Members of the Team are available for confidential help, support and advice. 

Please contact: 
The Reverend Canon Simon Everett (Team Rector) Day off Friday 01929 289236 
The Reverend Stuart Cocksedge (Team Vicar) Day off Friday 01929 550972 
The Reverend Helen Williams (Assistant Curate) Day off Monday 01929 288845 

The Reverend Hilary Bond (Children’s Worker and Pioneer Priest) Day off Friday 
01929 551219 
The Reverend Michael Young (Officiating Minister) Day Off Monday 01929 552582 
The Reverend Brigid Barrett (Officiating Minister) Day off Tuesday 01929 553460 
 

The Parish Office opening times are Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9am – 1pm 
telephone: 01929 550905 or please do contact Debs Barclay any other time by 
Email:  parish.office@warehamchurches.org.uk  

mailto:parish.office@warehamchurches.org.uk

