
 
     

                                              
 

November Newsletter 
We would like this monthly publication to be something that will lift your spirits and be 

thought provoking too!  So there are articles, jokes and puzzles to keep you amused and 
smiling at this difficult time.  Printed copies will be available in Lady St Mary Church and can 
be picked up at the 10am service and taken to people who do not have the internet and so 
if you can share it by posting a copy to a neighbour, being careful to practise all necessary 

precautions, please do so.     

News from the Ministry Team …   
Dear Friends, 
 
It always seems to me that November is the month when winter begins to bite.  The 
clocks have returned to Greenwich Mean Time so the evenings draw in, the sun 
continues on its journey south causing the temperature to drop that little bit more and 
the weather seems to get more inclement as a result.  All this means it has a somewhat 
sombre feel to it. 
 
In the Church’s calendar it is a season of reflection and remembering, starting with All 
Saints, and in some churches All Souls, followed a week or so later by Remembrance 
Sunday.  At the end of the month (this year, but not every year) we have Advent 
Sunday, the starting point of that great season of preparation and here the mood 
begins to change.  But let us not move too hastily from remembering and reflection 
to preparation because it is as we look back we learn, and see God’s hand at work.  
Soreen Kierkegaard said, ‘Life can only be understood backwards; but it must be lived 
forwards.” 
 
So, November should be a time of gaining understanding by looking back so that we 
can better move forward in our lives. For me, All Saints is one of the truly great 
festivals we celebrate.  Of course, we mark the so-called greater and lesser saints, 
often hearing the stories of lives full of good and heroic deeds of faith, often 
terminated with grizzly ends: but the light of faith shines on.  However, I don’t know 
about you, these wonderful tales can sometimes leave me feeling somewhat 
inadequate – a spiritual underachiever!  Hence the importance of All Saints, it is a time 
to remember all of those who have been active in the service of Christ.      Cont’d… 
 



In the Bible all believers are regarded as Saints, which in turn means that we too are 
in their number!  Now I doubt very much if you would go around calling yourself Saint 
…, if you do you might be in need of a Bible study on humility!  But our lives should be 
lived in a way that marks us as being noticeably different to others in the community.  
Do our lives  show the fruit of the Spirit?  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. (Galatians 5:22-23). 
 

Do our lives reflect God’s glory?  I often think we are rather like the moon, which has 
no light of its own, it simply reflects the radiance of the sun – should we not all reflect 
the radiance and glory of the Son?  I remember hearing Jackie Pullinger speak (for 
those of you who have not heard of her – she is a remarkable modern day Saint who 
worked with pimps, prostitutes, drug addicts and triad gang leaders in the walled city 
of Hong Kong – told in the book ‘Chasing the Dragon), she said, ‘you can tell the real 
Christians, they’re the shiny ones!’  I know what she means, there are some people 
who simply glow, or have an aura about them that is hard to describe; and the beauty 
is, they are usually unaware of it. 
 

Maybe this month is a time to reflect back on people who have helped shape your 
Christian life.  What was special about them and has any of that ‘specialness’ rubbed 
off on you? Are you now in a position to help and influence others?  Do you know ‘shiny 
ones’, if you do how do you think that came about? We are all works in progress, but 
I think it is fair to say that unless people see and sense something different in us 
Christians they will not take any notice of us, whereas if we shine they will not be able 
to miss us!   Let it be so, ‘Let your light so shine before others that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.’ (Matthew 5:16)  
 
                                                                                        Canon Simon Everett   

                      

 

REMEMBRANCE IN THE PARISH 

Sunday 8th November is Remembrance Sunday and as usual this will be marked in a 
special way within the parish with services in three of our five churches.  In Lady St 
Mary church there will be two services, a 9.00am Holy Communion Service, which will 
include an act of remembrance, and the usual 10.55am Service of Remembrance.  As 
we are restricted in the numbers we can admit to these services (due of the Covid-19 
restrictions), we are issuing tickets for both of these, if you would like to attend please 
contact Debs in the parish office.  There will be more spaces available at the earlier 
service as the second service will include local dignitaries, representatives from the 
uniformed organisations, emergency services, Royal British Legion and regiments 
stationed at Bovington.  

There will also be a service at Sandford St Martin church, at 10.55am, for which tickets 
will be required (available from the parish office), and East Holme is holding a Service 
of Remembrance at 10.10am.  We will remember them. 

 



ADVENT - SERVICE OF LIGHT 

Advent is such a special season within the Church’s calendar we think it is important 
to mark its beginning in a noticeable way.  At 6.00pm on Advent Sunday, 29th 
November, we will be holding a Service of Light in Lady St Mary church.  With the 
current restrictions it will not follow the exact pattern of previous years but it will still 
contain many of the distinctive readings, hymns and anthems in an atmospheric 
setting.  Please do come along and give this your support. 

 
Tearfund is a Christian charity that works 
through local churches around the world 
to end poverty, helping communities 
‘unlock people’s potential and helping 
them to discover that the answer to 
poverty is within themselves’, and 

bringing relief to communities affected by disaster.  Every year they organise a Big 
Quiz Night.  In other years church communities have met together to share food and 
have fun with the quiz.  This year the quiz has moved online. We are inviting you to 
join us at 7pm on Saturday 14th November via Zoom.  Halfway through the quiz we will 
pause and tell Tearfund how many of us are taking part and find out how many people 
are taking part around the UK. We will also watch a 3 minute film about the work of 
Tearfund and invite you to make a donation, before completing our quiz. Please come 
and join us, have fun and help Tear Fund by donating whatever you can afford. Every 
little will make a big difference for someone in need. 

If you would like to take part, contact Debs in the office and you will be sent the Zoom 

link nearer the time. If you need help using Zoom, please let us know: anyone with a 

computer connected to the internet, and with speakers and a microphone, or with a 

smartphone should be able to join in. 
 

BIBLE BOOK CLUB - RUTH 

In the opening sermon of our series on the early church I talked about how the early 
converts devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching (Acts2:42), I said how I 
intended to start a Bible Book Club.  This is a means of looking at a different book of 
the Bible each month, reading it and then coming together as a group and/or on Zoom 
to discuss what we have discovered (about God, God’s people and ourselves) and 
what that particular book can teach us today. 

I have decided to start in the Old Testament, but with one of the easier books to 
grapple with, that is Ruth.  It is near the beginning of the Bible, in fact it is the eighth 
book, and it follows Joshua and Judges.  It focuses on the story of three people: 
Naomi, a widow from Bethlehem in Judah; Ruth, the daughter-in-law who comes from 
Moab; and Boaz, a land-owning farmer from Bethlehem. This well-known and well-
loved story tells of Ruth’s dedication to her mother-in-law in following Naomi back to 



her home and finding ways to take care of her, which ultimately ends up with her 
marriage to Boaz and her giving birth to one of David’s ancestors. There are two levels 
on which to read this story: the surface level which reveals a story of love and 
commitment, and the deeper level which reveals a message of what ‘foreigners’ (even 
hated foreigners like the Moabites) might contribute to God’s story of salvation.  

We will be following the Bible Society notes (www.biblesociety.org.uk then look up 
Bible Book Club – Ruth).  However, if you do not have access to the internet, or would 
prefer a hard copy of the notes and questions, please contact the Office.  I hope that 
we will be able to meet in the Parish Hall (please notify Parish Office, in advance) or 
by Zoom on Wednesday 18th November at 3.00pm.  Why not give it a go! 

                                                                                                            Simon Everett 

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

A small group of us met last week to consider how our churches should be responding 
to the environmental crisis. We are aiming to earn a bronze Eco Church award from A 
Rocha for Lady St Mary by next summer and hope to do the same for all our churches 
in due course.  We would value your prayers as we think about the changes that we 
will need to make to do this, and your support when these changes seem 
inconvenient. We are grateful to those who have offered their help and will be seeking 
to involve more people as we continue. Please do contact Helen Williams 
(curate@warehamchurches.org.uk) if you would like to be involved. 

To help us think about the way forward, we will be running Green Christian’s Radical 
Presence course on zoom on Friday afternoons at 2pm from 6th November. This is a 
seven week series of purposeful conversations drawing on the Bible, science and 
journalism to reflect theologically on the pandemic and our response to it. Each 
session will come with reading to do beforehand and will include some simple liturgy, 
as well as discussion. If you would like to join us, please contact Debs in the office, or 
Helen Williams. If you would like to take part but can’t manage Friday afternoons, 
there is a national course running on Sunday evenings which anyone can join. Further 
details can be found at: https://greenchristian.org.uk/radical-presence/ . Alternatively 
let us know as we will run another course in the New Year at a different time if there 
is sufficient interest. 

Holy Days  
 

All Saints’ Day – the feast day of all the redeemed (1st Nov) 

All Saints, or All Hallows, is the feast of all the redeemed, known and unknown, who are now in 
heaven. When the English Reformation took place, the number of saints in the calendar was 
drastically reduced, with the result that All Saints’ Day stood out with a prominence that it had 
never had before.  

This feast day first began in the East, perhaps as early as the 5th century, as commemorating 
‘the martyrs of the whole world’.  A Northern English 9th century calendar named All Hallows 

http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/
mailto:curate@warehamchurches.org.uk
https://greenchristian.org.uk/radical-presence/


as a principal feast, and such it has remained.  Down the centuries devotional writers have seen 
in it the fulfilment of Pentecost and indeed of Christ’s redemptive sacrifice and resurrection. 

The saints do not belong to any religious tradition, and their lives and witness to Christ can be 
appreciated by all Christians.  Richard Baxter, writing in the 17th century, wrote the following: 

He wants not friends that hath thy love, 
 And may converse and walk with thee, 
And with thy saints here and above, 
 With whom for ever I must be... 
 
As for my friends, they are not lost; 
 The several vessels of thy fleet, 
Though parted now, by tempests tost, 
 Shall safely in thy haven meet.... 
 
The heavenly hosts, world without end, 
 Shall be my company above; 
And thou, my best and surest Friend, 
 Who shall divide me from thy love?* 
1,255 ancient English churches were dedicated to All Saints - a number only surpassed by those 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

*(Maurice Frost (ed.), Historical Companion to Hymns Ancient and Modern (London: Clowes, 
1962), no. 274, verses 1,3,6. 

 

All Souls’ Day – a time of reckoning with the past  (2nd Nov) 

The early Church was slow to dedicate a liturgical day to offering prayers and masses to 
commemorate the faithful departed.  But in time prayers were offered on behalf of dead 
monks, that they might attain ‘the Beatific Vision’ through purification, which the Church later 
described as Purgatory.  Odilo, the powerful abbot of Cluny, (d 1049) decreed that All Souls’ 
Day should follow the feast of All Saints’ Day.    

At least four ancient English dedications are known, the most famous of which are All Souls 
College, Oxford and the church in Langham Place in London.   

In bygone centuries All Souls’ Day was certainly uncomfortable for anyone who had wronged a 
person who had then died.  For it was believed that souls in purgatory could appear on earth 
on this day, in the form of ghosts, witches or toads, to haunt anyone who had wronged them 
in life.    

On a more cheerful note, it was also believed that you could help the dead on this day by 
almsgiving in cash or in kind.  Some of these beliefs seem to have been caught up in the popular 
customs of Hallowe’en. 

When the Reformation came, the Protestants disregarded the idea of Purgatory, and this feast 
day remained with the Roman Catholic Church. 

 



It shouldn’t happen to a Vicar… 
 

Beware what lurks in the church vestry...   

 
The Rectory 
St James the Least of All 
 
My dear Nephew Darren 
 
Your suggestion that we should hold a sponsored hymn-singing bicycle ride through the 
village as a way of raising money was well-meant, but I am not wholly convinced it would 
suit our clientele here at St James the Least of All. 
 
You may have musical bike rides, but we have Bridge drives, although socially distanced at 
the moment, of course. But even at two metres apart, our Bridge games are generally as 
amiable and peaceful as bear baiting. Half of those attending will see the afternoon as an 
opportunity to catch up on local gossip and to exchange knitting patterns, the game of cards 
being a minor hindrance to these other activities. The other half arrive primed for a battle 
to the death, reluctantly conceding that eye-gouging is not allowed. They will demand total 
silence – which is wholly ignored by those at the tables discovering what Mrs Trumpington 
confided to Lady Driver halfway through ‘Onward Christian Soldiers’ at last Sunday’s 
Mattins. The congregation is eternally grateful to Mrs Mitchell, who as a former mill worker 
is able to lip read. 
 
Refreshments have been hit hard by Covid-19 of course, and the fact that everyone has to 
bring their own sandwich and drink has rather spoilt the fun. Usually half our players 
regard lunchtime as an opportunity to put jam on the cards, spill tea on the score cards and 
make sure that the other tables get the egg and cress sandwiches while they corner the 
boiled ham; the others usually see it as an unwelcome interruption to the serious business 
of slaughtering their opponents. It is so sad that Covid-19 has halted this merry comradery.  
 
As for drawing the raffle, it is the adult equivalent of ringing the school bell at going-home 
time. Half the players will immediately dash off to relay newly mined seams of gossip 
throughout the village, leaving the others holding reproachful post-mortems with their 
partners over their bidding mistakes.  
 
Reproaches are never too violent, however, since the chances are that they will all be 
meeting again the following afternoon round a socially distanced card table at another 
location, for yet another re-enactment of the slaughter at Agincourt. The only difference 
will be that the French and English were not entertained with tea and sandwiches at half 
time. 
 
Your loving uncle, 
Eustace 
         

                                   



Puzzle Page 

                             The Maze                                                               Sudoku 

Word Search   

                                    
Scotland  -  disciples 
Jesus  -  Andrew 
Honoured  -  Peter 
Nathanael   
Bartholomew 
Messiah  -  Saviour 
Patras  -  Archaia 
eighth  -  remains 
translation 
Fife 
pilgrimage 
tenth 
pious 
patron 
saint 
love 
introducing 
place 

 



                                   Something to make you smile! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Q: What's the difference between a kleptomaniac and a literalist? 

A: The literalist takes things literally. The kelptomaniac takes things, literally. 

 

Food                                                                                                                                    
People at my workplace have started a funny new tradition where they give 
names to the food in the office fridge. Today I ate a sandwich called Mark, 
followed by some cake called Rosie. 

Contact information   
Members of the Team are available for confidential help, support and advice. 

Please contact: 
The Reverend Canon Simon Everett (Team Rector) Day off Friday 01929 289236 
The Reverend Stuart Cocksedge (Team Vicar) Day off Friday 01929 550972 
The Reverend Dr Helen Williams (Assistant Curate) Day off Monday 01929 288845 

The Reverend Hilary Bond (Children’s Worker and Pioneer Priest) Day off Friday 
01929 551219 
The Reverend Michael Young (Officiating Minister) Day Off Monday 01929 552582 
The Reverend Brigid Barrett (Officiating Minister) Day off Tuesday 01929 553460 
 

The Parish Office opening times are Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9am – 1pm 
telephone: 01929 550905 or please do contact Debs Barclay any other time by 
Email:  parish.office@warehamchurches.org.uk  

mailto:parish.office@warehamchurches.org.uk

