December Newsletter
We welcome you to this month’s publication, which we hope will be something to lift
your spirits and be thought provoking too! There are printed copies available in
Lady St Mary Church and these can be picked up at the 10am service and taken to
people who do not have the internet and so if you can share it by posting a copy to a
neighbour, but please be careful to practise all necessary precautions.

News from the Ministry Team …
Dear All,
As we approach the end of another year our awareness of time moving and
passing becomes more acute. This past twelve months have been eventful in
many ways, with the Covid virus still having a firm but hopefully weakening hold.
Of course, all that we go through, and experience makes us who we are. From
birth to death, we are creatures of time, shaped by a period of years – by the age
into which we were born, and by the past of family, nation, and wider history.
Our history, our story, makes us what, and more importantly who, we are. We
find our identity by telling our story, but it is a story that intersects with many
others; and so is woven the rich tapestry of life as we know it.
In the New Testament there are two words for time: chronos, the regular,
rhythmic ticking of the clock, the steady invariable passing of days, months, and
years; and kairos, the moment of significance, promise or of change and
challenge. Many choose to live life purely in the here and now, in the passing
minutes and hours of each day, which can make life pretty mundane. But to
discern the kairos is to go beyond the sequence of events and to see the deeper
significance of what has taken place – is taking place – and then determine why
things are the way they are.
At Christmas we celebrate the story of the appearing of the one who created
time and all that it contains. In the birth of Jesus, the incarnation, we can engage
with the overarching story that gives meaning and purpose to life and the world
around us. It is the story of God pouring his love into the world to release people
from the mundane into the glories of eternity.
Cont’d…

Christmas gives us an opportunity to look beyond ourselves and see the wonders
of the world around us. What a shame that so many look no further than the
tinsel, lights and presents.
In a world that becomes duller by the day with its restrictions, prohibitions, and
oppressive political correctness, take time this festive season to look beyond
chronos to the kairos. Much of the Christmas story is about everyday things:
busyness, bureaucracy, pain, and poverty. But if you look to the bigger picture
there is so much more to it. Yes, there are those who say that so much of the
familiar Christmas story is embroidery, to which we must reply, what is
embroidery but an enhancement in beauty of an underlying pattern and
meaning. Within the rich embroidery of the nativity is a truth, the deeper
meaning of which will take a lifetime and more to fathom, but therein lies the
way to eternal life – life in all its fullness.
I wish you the true joy and peace of Christmas.
Simon

Wareham Christmas Trail 2021 - great for children and families!
Last year in the run up to Christmas, families enjoyed a colourful trail of Christmas
characters to be found on posters in shop windows around Wareham. There were
video clips and a chocolate prize at the end! The trail was a great success, and we
are doing a similar one again this year. So, spread the word amongst families,
children, and grandchildren. Look out for the Christmas trail sheet which will be
available in December, to guide you around the trail, find the Nativity characters,
receive an invitation to the Crib Service and
win a chocolate prize at the end! Speak to
Stuart or Hilary for more details.

A Companion for the season of Advent and beyond
If you enjoy the carols from King’s College Cambridge you may well enjoy the book,
‘Barefoot Ways’, it is written by the Dean of this illustrious institution. It is a book of
prayers, poems, and meditations, starting on 1st December, that will take you through
Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany, eventually concluding at Candlemas (2nd February).
Along the way there are deeper reflections on different aspects of faith, which provide
much food for thought. It is a book that will make you think and make you smile –
reassure you and challenge you, all in equal measure.
Barefoot Ways by Stephen Cherry is published by SPCK price £7.64

Advent Sunday
Next week we start the season of Advent and to
celebrate this we be holding the Service of Light
in Lady St Mary church, starting at 6pm. This is a
very atmospheric service with the service starting
in near darkness and then gaining in light as
hymns and anthems are sung and Bible passages
read. This year the theme is ‘Prepare the Way of
the Lord’ and follows the way in which the coming of Jesus was foretold in the Old
Testament and reached it fulfilment with John the Baptist. A warm welcome is extended
to all. (And do invite your friends).

Advance Notice – An alternative Christmas Celebration
On Sunday 2nd January, we will be doing
something a little different. There will be
a Holy Communion Service at 9am, but
then at 11am we will have a celebration
time, in Lady St Mary church. This is an
opportunity for parishioners of all ages to
share their talents, be they musical, theatrical, or artistic. The idea is that we will
celebrate Christmas in a diverse way, thanking God for the gifts (musical, theatrical, and
artistic…) He has given us. If you would like to play a piece on a musical instrument, or
sing a song, recite a poem, or do something completely different, then please do come
along. To help in arranging this it would be good to know well in advance what you are
intending to do, so please contact the Rector or Debs in the office if you would like to
take part. If you are not an upfront sort of person, don’t worry you can come along and
enjoy others enjoying themselves and sing a few carols. I hope that this can bring out all
the joy of the season. Why not come along.

Christmas Concerts

Fundraising
Ramblings of a Much-Hugged Vicar
By Hugh Maddox
Available from
www.fast-print.net/bookshop or Amazon
Proceeds to go to the Church

Diary of Events
Saturday 27th November 10am-12 noon CHRISTMAS FAYRE - PARISH
HALL - A great chance to buy Christmas gifts and crafts. Tea and Coffee
and Cakes, plus more!
Christmas craft afternoon 2pm – 4.30pm
Come and make decorations for LSM Christmas tree in the
Church Hall. All are welcome, young, and old alike, feel free to invite your friends
too. The decorations will be blessed in the Christingle service on Sunday 5th
December.

Sunday 28th November 6.00pm - Advent Service of Light, The Priory
church of Lady St Mary
Friday 3rd December 6pm JUST CAROLS ON CHURCH GREEN
All of your favourite Carols for all of the family and the whole of the
Community to enjoy and to get into the Festive Spirit.
Every Tuesday 1.30pm (Term time only) – Sandford Seedlings
Baby and Toddler Group, if you are interested in coming along,
please book a place via Facebook
Every Thursday 10.00am (Term time only) – Wareham
Baby and Toddler Group, if you are interested in coming along,
please book a place via Facebook

Tuesday 14th December - Ladies That Lunch and Pray
Ladies, we are a group that meets once a month at lunchtime. It is an
opportunity for fellowship and sharing over a sandwich and cake,
followed by a time of prayer. Please bring a sandwich with you. Delicious
cake and drinks will be provided.

Thursday 16th December 2.00pm - Open House at Sandford St Martin’s
Church
Friday 17th December 1.00pm - Friday Lunch Club, if you
would like to book a place, please book through Carol Turner
Tel: 556761

Christmas services
Sunday 19th December
3.00pm Carol Service at St John the Evangelist, East
Holme
4.00pm Outside Christmas Carols at Sandford St Martin’s Church,
Sandford
6.00pm Service of Lessons and Carols at The Priory Church of
Lady St Mary, Wareham
Christmas Eve Friday 24th December
3.00pm Crib Service at The Priory Church of Lady St Mary, Wareham
7.00 pm Christmas Communion at Sandford St Martin’s Church
11.15 pm Christmas Communion at The Priory Church of Lady St Mary,
Wareham
Christmas Day Saturday 25th December
9.30 am Christmas All Age Service at Sandford St Martin’s Church
10.00 am Christmas Family Communion at The Priory Church of
Lady St Mary, Wareham
Boxing Day Sunday 26th December
10.00am Parish United Communion – Celebrating the Feast of St Stephen
at The Priory church of Lady St Mary, Wareham
New Years Eve Friday 31st December
11.30am Watchnight Service
at St Martin-on-the-Walls church, Wareham
The Ministry
Team
Would like to
wish everyone,
happiness, and
peace this
Christmas and
throughout the
New Year!

Puzzles

The Maze
Crossword

Sudoku

Clues Across
1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9)
(10)
7 David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a
tree during a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South America in
the 15th and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized controls of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in
Brussels, Nurse Edith ____ (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened
bread, was the Passover menu for anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers
9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)
Clues Down
1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and pleasing to God’ (Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substances commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will ____ his people
from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4)

Contact information
Parish Office
The Parish Office has now reopened to answer all face-to-face
enquiries, telephone and email enquiries Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 9am to 1pm.
At all other times enquiries and queries can be made by email and they will be dealt
with as soon as possible.
Contact details: www.warehamchurches.org.uk
Tel: 01929 550905, Email: parish.office@warehamchurches.org.uk
Address: Parish Office, Church Green, Wareham BH20 4ND
*Please note that the Parish Office will be closed for the Christmas holidays from
Thursday 23rd December 2021 and will reopen on Wednesday 5th January 2022
Members of the Team are available for confidential help, support, and advice.
Please contact:

Clergy Team
Team Rector The Reverend Canon Simon Everett
01929 289236
Email: rector@warehamchurches.org.uk
Team Vicar The Reverend Stuart Cocksedge
01929 550972
Email: teamvicar@warehamchurches.org.uk
Assistant Curate The Reverend Dr Helen Williams
01929 288845
Email: curate@warehamchurches.org.uk
Schools Worker and Pioneer Priest The Reverend Hilary Bond
01929 551219
Email: hilary.bond@me.com

Something to make you smile

