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Sermon - Isaiah 64:1-9 - 29 November 2020 

Waiting 

What are you waiting for? 

And how do you feel as you wait, at the moment? 

Entering Advent, a season of waiting and preparing… 

But in this year, the year of the pandemic, we’ve all had to get 
used to waiting in lots of different ways… 

I don’t know whether you’re someone who finds waiting easy, 
but probably for most of us, waiting is hard. 

The world we live in has become more and more instant: 

We’ve come to expect and demand things at the click of a 
button, or the touch of a screen. 

We’ve come to expect that we can go almost anywhere, and 
get there pretty quickly. 

So, to suddenly have our freedoms taken away and to have 
to wait for things that we normally take for granted, came as a 
huge shock when the pandemic hit, back in March. 

Now after 8 months or so, we may be better at waiting, and at 
entering into this Advent season of waiting? 

Or alternatively, we may quite frankly have had enough of 
waiting! 

We need something to celebrate. We want to get to 
Christmas. 
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We need to some light and joy to brighten up these dark 
winter days. 

We see that in the Christmas decorations already going up - 
earlier than ever before… 

So as we come into Advent, waiting and looking ahead to a 
very different Christmas, there will be all sorts of different 
emotions that we feel. 

Isaiah 64:1-9 

In Isaiah 64 we find all sorts of different emotions and 
longings - many of which may resonate with us… 

These verses are part of a prayer, crying out to God in 
desperation and distress: 

“Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
that the mountains would tremble before you!” (v1) 

“…come down and make your name known to your 
enemies” (v2) 

This is a longing for God to intervene, in a dramatic way, to 
deal with our enemies, with the things that we’re up against. 

But as well as the cry of desperation there’s also a recalling 
and remembering of what God is like and what he has done 
in the past: 

Back in Isaiah 63v7: “I will tell of the kindnesses of the 
Lord, the deeds for which he is to be praised.” 
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And then in our passage: “For when you did awesome 
things we did not expect, you came down and the 
mountains trembled before you.” (Isaiah 64v3) 

This is a clinging on to the fact that God is good and he has 
done great things in the past. 

But there is also an honesty, facing up to the sinfulness of the 
people, and the need for repentance: 

v6: “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and 
all our righteous acts are like filthy rags…” 

v7: “No one calls on your name or strives to lay hold of 
you; for you have hidden your face from us and have 
given us over to our sins.” 

Isaiah recognises that God’s people have gone astray, and 
God sees through their attempts to do good, they are like 
‘filthy rags’ - strong words! 

Has God given up on his people because of their sinful ways?  

Where is God in their time of need? They need to see him, to 
know that he’s still with them. 

And in our waiting, we’re called to come to God in repentance 
for our sins, but we can also bring our doubts and questions 
to him, and be honest about those things… 

And in the midst of the darkness and desperation of this 
prayer, Isaiah returns to, and holds on to, the truth of who 
God is: 

v8: “Yet you, Lord, are our Father.” 
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(Rare in the OT for God to be addressed in that more intimate 
way as Father.) 

“Yet, you, Lord are our Father. We are the clay, you are 
the potter, we are all the work of your hand.” 

There is hope in this prayer, to God who is our Father, who 
made us, we’re the work of his hand.  

He is the potter and we are the clay, lovingly moulded and 
shaped by his hands - a wonderful image.  

Perhaps in this time of waiting, God is wanting to mould us, 
and shape us more into the people he made us to be…? 

And we, like Isaiah, can cry out to him in prayer for our nation 
and ourselves: 

v9: “Do not be angry beyond measure Lord, do not 
remember our sins for ever. Oh, look upon us we pray, 
for we are all your people.” 

Isaiah, praying this prayer, identifies with the whole people - 
God is not just his Father, but their Father too. Their sins are 
also his sins. The questioning, longing, hoping and waiting 
are theirs and his. 

So he cries out to God for his people in their time of need… 

Illustration 

In ‘The Last Battle’, the final book of C S Lewis’s Chronicles 
of Narnia, things look very bleak for the land of Narnia: 
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The people and animals of Narnia have been lied to, led 
astray, captured by enemies. The King, Tirian, has made 
some mistakes, and now finds himself alone, in the dark, his 
hope and strength fading… 

But in that place, he begins to remember the stories of the 
past. Of how his ancestors, previous kings of Narnia, had 
been rescued and delivered from times of trouble, of how 
Aslan had intervened, and the children who had come 
miraculously to the rescue. 

He struggles to believe those things could still happen in his 
own time, but in his desperation, as he remembers the past, 
he begins to cry out to Aslan for help once again. 

He cries out not so much for himself, but for his land and his 
people. 

And as he does so, ‘he begins to feel a faint hope, and he 
feels somehow stronger.’ 

King Tirian’s ‘prayer’ resonates with the prayer of Isaiah. 

Perhaps it resonates with our prayers too, our cries and 
longings in this time of waiting and uncertainty. 

Tirian’s prayer was answered, and help came to Narnia.  

And God has not left us on our own. God has not remained 
silent or absent.  

He sent his Son into the world, to save us from our sins:  

Jesus, the Living Word in whom God has spoken. 
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Jesus, the Light of the World, who shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 

He is with us now, by his Spirit, in our waiting and longing and 
hoping. 

Application 

As we wait and prepare in these strange times, two things 
from this passage that we might seek to do this Advent: 

1. Look back (v3) - remember what God has done in your 
life. Remember what he has done through his Son Jesus. 
And give thanks for that. And that can help to build our faith 
and help us to pray in these difficult times. 

2. Look to our Father (v8) - he made us, knows us in all our 
failings, and still loves us. We can bring him our doubts and 
questions. He forgives us when we come in repentance for 
our sins. He is the potter who longs to mould and shape us, 
more into the people he created us to be. 

This will be a Christmas like no other, and we may be tired of 
all the waiting, but as we wait, may we know that God is our 
Father, and we are the work of his hands.  

May he meet us in our doubts and fears, and may we know 
his faithfulness and celebrate all he’s done for us in sending 
his Son into the world to save us. 

Amen. 


